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USA Today Highlights Novel 
Treatments for Brain Injury

Could a combination of brain mapping and stimulation 
technologies improve CTE in athletes? Earlier this month, 
USA Today published a story profiling a West Coast brain 
injury treatment center called Pure Recovery California 
Treatment Center, where former professional football play-
ers are treated for brain injuries and potential CTE. The 
article details how physicians at the Pure Recovery Center 
use quantitative EEG tests to highlight areas of the brain 
that are not functioning normally. Then, physicians choose 
either pulsed magnetic field stimulation, in which magnetic 
fields are used to help spur brain activity, or pulse electrical 
stimulation to stimulate nerve cells in targeted areas of the 
brain. Despite the success documented at Pure Recovery, 
the techniques remain controversial, given the lack of for-
mal research. 

Source: USA Today

Read More: usatoday.com

Lady Gaga Shines a Light on 
Fibromyalgia

Pop star Lady Gaga cancelled a string of concert perfor-
mances in September due to hospitalizations relating to the 
performer’s fibromyalgia, prompting a wave of media cover-
age for the condition. The singer charts her experience with 
chronic pain in the recently released Netflix documentary 
Gaga: Five Foot Two. 

In an article appearing in The Guardian earlier this month, 
Nick Fallon, PhD, a research fellow at the University of 
Liverpool who investigates the mechanisms of chronic pain, 
noted that Lady Gaga’s announcement, “Could represent 
the start of something big as we search for solutions for 
fibromyalgia, the most prevalent pain condition you’ve 
probably never heard of.”

Source: The Guardian

Read More: theguardian.com/science/
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$119,654
The total annual per-patient cost of caring for a patient 
with frontotemporal dementia, according to a new 
study published in Neurology (E-pub October 4). That 
number is nearly double the average annual cost of 
Alzheimer’s disease. The authors also observed a drop 
of up to 50% in median household income in individu-
als just one year after diagnosis of frontotemporal 
dementia, the most common dementia in individuals 
under the age of 60.
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